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Remarks/Arguments: 
Opening Remarks: 

Applicant appreciates the time and courtesy extended by Examiner Katcheves during the 
Examiner Interview conducted by telephone on May 10, 2007. The Filsinger reference and 
claim 1 were discussed. 

As discussed during the Examiner Interview, each of the independent claims have been 
amended to clarify that adjacent crown molding segments are both positioned along the same 
plane. 

Claim Status; 

Claims 1-6, 8-16, 18-26, 28-34 are currently pending in this matter. Claims 32-34 are 
newly added by this amendment. Support for claims 32-34 may be found in FIG. 5 and page 
10, lines 1-14 of the instant specification, for example. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C, 103: 

Claims 1-6, 8-16, 18-24, 26, and 28-31 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 342,024 to Mankey in view of U.S. Patent No. 3,309,832 to 
Filsinger. Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of these claims and respectfully 
submits that these claims are patentable over Mankey and Filsinger for the reasons set forth 
below. 

Claims 1, 11, 21 and 31 each Include at least one limitation that is neither disclosed nor 
suggested by Mankey or Filsinger, either alone or in combination, namely, ''said adjacent crown 
molding segments both being positioned along the same plane." 

As background, and according to one exemplary embodiment, the ceramic wall tiles 16 
and the ceramic bridging tiles 18 together form crown molding segments 20 positioned along at 
least a portion of the perimeter of the room. According to that exemplary embodiment, a 
spacer 42 is positioned between adjacent crown molding segments 30 positioned along the 
substantially planar portion of the perimeter of the room, wherein the adjacent crown molding 
segments 20 are positioned along the same plane, as best shown for example in FIG. 5. The 
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plane may be parallel, oblique, or perpendicular to a wall of a room, according to exemplary 
embodiments of the invention. 

The Office Action acknowledges that Manl<ey does not disclose a spacer positioned 
between adjacent crown molding segments. The Office Action notes that Filsinger discloses that 
''tile trim elements 16 forming the finished trim edge of a counter or drainboard as shown in 
FIG. 7 may be joined at an exterior corner by a trim segment 80" (Column 5, Lines 15-17). In 
other words, Filsinger teaches that the trim segment 80 is positioned at a corner of a counter or 
drainboard, and the trim elements 16 are positioned perpendicular relative to one other. 

Unlike Filsinger's trim segment, Applicant's spacer is disposed between adjacent crown 
molding segments where the adjacent crown molding segments are both positioned along the 
same plane. Because Filsinger's trim segments are positioned at an exterior corner of a counter 
or drainboard, the trim segments are not positioned along the same plane. Thus, i^ankey or 
Filsinger, alone or in combination, fail to disclose all of the limitations recited in claims 1, 11, 21 
and 31. 

Accordingly, because claims 1, 11, 21 and 31 Include limitations that are neither 
disclosed nor suggested by Mankey or Filsinger, alone or in combination, prima fade 
obviousness cannot be established based upon the cited references. Claims 2-6 and 8-10 are 
dependent upon claim 1; claims 12-16 and 18-20 are dependent upon claim 11; and claims 22- 
24 and 28-30 are dependent upon claim 21. Those dependent claims therefore should also be 
allowed at least as dependent upon an allowable base claim. Reconsideration of claims 1-6, 8- 
16, 18-24 and 26, 28-31 is respectfully requested. 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35. U.S.C. 103(s) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
342,024 to Mankey in view of U.S. Patent No. 3,309,832 to Filsinger and further in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 5,359,817 to Fulton. Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of this claim and 
respectfully submits that this claim is patentable over Mankey, Filsinger and Fulton, alone or in 
combination, for the reasons set forth below. 

Claim 25 depends from independent claim 21. Independent claim 21, as amended, 
recites limitations that are neither disclosed nor suggested by Mankey, Filsinger or Fulton, 
namely the step of: 
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positioning a spacer between adjacent crown molding segments positioned along 
the substantially planar portion of the perimeter of the room, said adjacent crown 
molding segments both being positioned along the same plane. 

As stated above, neither Mankey nor Filsinger discloses a spacer positioned between 
adjacent crown molding segments that are positioned along the same plane. Fulton does not 
disclose a spacer between adjacent crown molding segments both being positioned along the 
same plane of the room, as recited in claim 21. Reconsideration of claim 25 is respectfully 
requested. 
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Conclusion 

In view of tlie amendments in tlie claims and the remarks set forth above, Applicant 
respectfully submits that this application is now in condition for allowance, which action is 
respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JoshCwL Cohen Reg. No. 38,040 
Attorney for Applicant 
Brett J. Rosen Reg. No. 56,047 
Registered Patent Agent 
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